OK    FEELING   INFERIOR
But indeed men and women are very prone to take a
desperate view of their own qualities. They meet disaster
almost with anxious eagerness. It is only what they have
expected, they say. In a fix, they at first cry out. Only later
do they set themselves to learn a new condition of life.
Would that all such problems were as slight and as small as
this one of social adjustment! There are other, more serious,
grave aspects of the disease. There is often a consciousness,
and more often a delusive conviction, of moral inferiority;
and this it is almost impossible to cure. Set a minx against
a good girl, and the minx will misbehave worse than ever.
She will envy the good girl, and feel inferior to her; she will
persuade herself that the good girl is a prig, and will try to
form alliances against the good girl If there are young men
in the party, she will appropriate die one in whom she believes
the good girl to take an interest. She will exaggerate her
conversation for the purpose of shocking; she will be driven
to all sorts of excesses of manner and conduct and all because
she feels inferior to the good girl. If the good girl be a very
good girl indeed, she may expect the minx presently to make
explosive confession to her. The minx will be contrite, will
abuse herself, resolve to be good, will grow for a time demure.
But in the end nature will be too strong for both of them.
Temptation will assail the minx, and the good girl's goodness
will be too much for her. The two girls will draw apart. The
minx will no longer take active steps to destroy the good girl;
but she will not thereafter very actively protest against any
criticism of the good girl. If the good girl fail at any sport,
if she be less pretty than the minx, or if she be an inferior
dancer, then candour (or perhaps the sense of inferiority) will
lead the minx to enjoy news of this. She will titter, will laugh;
and will rejoice in die inference that dispraise of the good girl
means praise of herself. She will think other people deceived
as to their respective merits. She will not cease to envy the
good girl. She will not cease to be irked by her own sense of
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